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Supported by UNDP 

Changchun Declaration

The 11th Consultative Commission Meeting of the Greater Tumen Initiative

1 September 2010, Changchun, China
1. Introduction

The 11th Consultative Commission (CC) Meeting of the Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI) was successfully held on 1 September 2010 in Changchun, China with the participation of high-level governmental delegations from the GTI member countries: the People’s Republic of China, Mongolia, the Republic of Korea and the Russian Federation (further referred to as “the member governments”), and the representatives of UNDP. 

The member governments and UNDP expressed their satisfaction with the progress in joint activities achieved since the 10th CC meeting held in March 2009 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, and acknowledged GTI’s role as an important platform for economic cooperation in Northeast Asia, which contributed to sustainable development and stability in the region. 

The participants in cooperation with UNDP agreed that the involvement of all Northeast Asia countries could further benefit the regional cooperation. Therefore, they confirmed to promote DPRK’s re-engagement into GTI regional cooperation. 

2. Legal Basis of Cooperation

The member governments noted with satisfaction the strengthening of the legal basis of the GTI cooperation. They recognized that the Agreement on Understanding Concerning GTI, which constitutes a supplementary legal instrument to the 1995 “Agreement on the Establishment of the Consultative Commission for the Development of the Tumen River Economic Development Area and Northeast Asia”, entered into force on 5 November 2009 with retroactive effect from 1 May 2006. 
The member governments reaffirmed that the GTI Secretariat should be transformed into an independent entity. They agreed to consider further development of the GTI status, based on the results to be achieved. To ensure the smooth transition of the Secretariat, it was noted with pleasure the willingness of UNDP to continue to provide active support to the Secretariat and entitled the Secretariat to continue carrying out activities under the framework of UNDP.  

3. Cooperation in Key Sectors of the Economy

(i) GTI Institutional Structures 

The participants emphasized the activities undertaken after the 10th CC meeting in the framework of the GTI Institutional Boards, especially the successful holding of Inaugural meetings of the GTI Energy Board (September 2009, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia) and Transport Board (July 2010, Busan, ROK), as well as the 3rd meeting of the GTI Tourism Board (Vladivostok, Russia) and activities undertaken in other sectors of the economy. Recognizing the important role of the GTI Boards in the development of the regional cooperation, the member governments and UNDP shared the view of the necessity to enhance the engagements of these Boards in policy coordination and the practical activities of the GTI countries in key sectors of the economy.  Furthermore, the member governments committed to provide further support to the GTI Institutional structures, to ensure effective coordination and involvement of high-level officials from the related Ministries in the work of the GTI Institutional structures and to put additional efforts to promote regional cooperation in all priority sectors.

(ii) Trade Facilitation

Aimed at the promotion of regional trade in Northeast Asia, the member governments created the Trade Facilitation Committee (TFC) and approved its Terms of Reference. The TFC will serve as an advisory committee to the GTI Consultative Commission in the sphere of inter-trade and investment activities. It will provide an institutional tool to facilitate the technical procedures and remove existing bottlenecks, thereby contributing to an increase in the volume of regional trade and investment in the GTI region.  The first meeting of the TFC should be held as early as possible.  Considering the fast development in trade flows among GTI countries, the member governments agreed to consider the feasibility of establishing new modes of cross-border cooperation, including Cross-border Economic Zones, to facilitate trade, investment and further cooperation in this region.  

(iii) Transport

The member governments emphasized the important role of the Greater Tumen Region as a bridge connecting Asia and Europe. They also recognized that the transport infrastructure is one of fundamental elements for the regional economic development and reconfirmed to take concrete action to enhance cooperation in this sector. In this regard, the governments welcomed the GTI Transport Cooperation Program 2010-2012, adopted by the GTI Transport Board, and stressed the need of preparing the Integrated Transport Development Plan for the transport corridors in the Greater Tumen Region.

(iv) Tourism

The member governments acknowledged that the Greater Tumen Region is well-known for its unique landscape and multi culture, and such endowed resources should be well developed. They welcomed the progress made under the GTI Tourism Board and reconfirmed further efforts to enhance cooperation for the tourism development, including cross-boarder and multi-destination tourisms.

4. GTI Projects - Fundraising and Partnership 

The member governments and UNDP acknowledged the efforts made by the Tumen Secretariat on promoting GTI projects in the past period.  For further development and results-oriented outcomes of the GTI projects implementation, the member governments agreed to focus on the selected number of priority projects and asked the Tumen Secretariat to intensively work on fundraising and partnership. The task of structuring the process of preparation of “bankable projects” and increased transparency on investment needs of GTI countries was strongly emphasized.

Taking in mind the positive role played by ADB in recent years in promotion of regional cooperation in the framework of CAREC and GMS programs, the member states requested for ADB’s consistent support of the GTI program.  The member governments also urged the Tumen Secretariat to cooperate closely with other international financial institutions and development organizations to mobilize funding and attract investment to GTI projects.  Member governments noted UNDP’s readiness to utilize its existing partnership agreement with ADB to move this initiative forward.
5. Strengthening Local Government’s Cooperation

The member governments recognized the critical role of local governments in the regional cooperation such as in the area of transport, investment and cross-boarder cooperation. They welcomed the launch of the GTI Local Development Forum on September 2, 2010 and stressed the necessity to create an additional mechanism for local government cooperation; the Tumen Secretariat was requested to explore its status and mandate.  China expressed their wish to host a workshop on this issue.

6. Enhancement of Private-Public Dialogue in the GTI region 

The Joint Session with the Business Advisory Council (BAC) was held in the framework of the 11th CC meeting. At this session more than 80 representatives from the GTI governments and the business community discussed pragmatic measures in the area of the improvement of the investment environment in the Greater Tumen Region. The successful experiences of featured business champion cases were considered. The participants reached consensus that the private-public partnership in NEA should be strengthened and the institutions from Japan and DPRK are to be involved. It was agreed that the potential of BAC should be used more actively in the promotion of a sound investment climate in NEA, fundraising for the GTI projects and in the attraction of FDI to GTI countries.

7. Strengthening Regional Cooperation in Northeast Asia

(i) Upgrading the cooperative mechanism

The member governments reaffirmed their commitments to further promote GTI as a unique intergovernmental mechanism for economic cooperation in Northeast Asia. It was emphasized that with growing global challenges, the role of regional cooperation is increasing, providing effective tools to meet these challenges to achieve social and economic prosperity in Northeast Asia. In this regard, the member governments reconfirmed that it would be of great use to discuss the regional cooperation in Northeast Asia at a higher political level.

(ii) UNDP support

The member governments underscored the importance of UNDP’s continued support and participation in GTI, and noted with appreciation UNDP’s commitment to provide strong political, advisory capacity, and administrative support to GTI in a consistent manner.  

The member governments appreciated UNDP efforts to start UNDP Northeast Asia Regional Cooperation Program and emphasized that this Program should be closely coordinated with GTI through its Secretariat. 

(iii) Integrated approach for Regional Cooperation

To achieve effective engagement of all stakeholders in regional cooperation, the need for a new integrated approach (CRAB) was emphasized by participants, which should provide a strong network among central governments, regional authorities, the business community and academia in NEA. 
While recognizing the concern to avoid duplication and overlap of regional programs in Northeast Asia, the member governments agreed to take a flexible approach that accommodates different member states’ initiatives, to promote coordinated strategies concerning regional programs and activities. 
8. Administration and Finance
(i) GTI Plan for 2010-2011

Member countries reviewed and endorsed the 2010 – 2011 Workplan, as well as the corresponding budgets. 

9. The Way Forward

It was proposed by the Republic of Korea to host the 12th Consultative Commission Meeting in Gangwon Province in 2011 and the member governments agreed with this. Mr. Yim Jong-yong, Vice Minster of Strategy and Finance, ROK was elected at the 11th CC meeting as the Chairperson of the Commission to serve in this position until the next CC meeting. 

The member governments and UNDP expressed their appreciation to the Government of the People’s Republic of China and Jilin Province for hosting the 11th CC meeting, and to the Tumen Secretariat for its industrious work.
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